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 Serſfand the Performinecof i 
all thofe Duties ve oe to 
God, to other Men and t 


bur ſelves; arifing from a Principle of Love to God, 2 j 
= do Mankind; or thus 1 Pure eee, 3 


* 


RE defiled: 2 God; even 75 Fa | is this 'To 
| _ viſicthe Fatherlefs and Widows in chelr Aftidion, 
and to keep our ſelves unſpbtred from the World; 
to love the Lord our God with all our Hearts, and 
| out Neighbours as our. {elves ; and to live ſober- 
ly, righteouſly, and godly,” in this. preſent Wor 
James i. 27. Matt. xxli. 34—40. Tit. ii. 12. _ 

Quelt. 2. What is the Ait Principle Ui all Reli- 

ion? 

Ane. The firſt and leading Principle of all Reli- 
gion is, To believe that there is a God, the Maker 
of all Things, and the ſupreme Governor of the 
World, Heb. xi. 6. 

2 Queſt 3. How does. it appear that there is 4 
G _ 
Anſw. By the Things that are made, it. evidently 
appears, that there- is an eternal Power and God- 
head, a firſt Cauſe, who is moſt powerful, wiſe and 
— good, Rom. i. 20. % vi 
Queſt. 4. How do you prove. that this dena 

Being, this firſt C aufe, is moſt powerful, wiſe, and 

00d ? 

" Auſiv. That the —_— Being, and firſt Cauſe of 

all Things, is poſſeſſed of infinite Power, * Wiſdom, - 
and Goodneſs, appears from the Effects he has 
N Produced ; for, ſince we our ſelves, and all other 
Beings; have derived our Exiſtence, and all the 
Powers we have, from him, it is plain, he muſt be 
| poſſeſſed of Almighty Power; ſince we are endowed I ! 
| with Reaſon and Underſtanding, --with Knowledge x 


TI 
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Sa: ali wes”. 


and Wiſdom, he, who made us, muſt, of Neceſſity, 
be an intelligent Being ; and, ſince he has implanted 
in us ſuch Degrees of etfection, ſuch good and vir- 
tuous Affections, and ſuch Capacities of Happineſs, ill 
as we find our ſelves poſſeſſed of, we muſt conclude, 
that he is a Bring: ** moſt perfes Goodneſs, Eſal. 
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534 Hf 3 Can. 90h, a any farther Hainan 4 

nd this Argument 8 L 

r- Ab. When we look up unto the Heavens, ae 2 

g. | conſider the Sun, the Moon, and the Stars; when we 

I look downwards to the Earth, and conſider all te 

j. | Conveniencies it affords us; 'when we reflect on the 

I Structure and Frame of our own Bodies, and when 

| we conſider the Variety, the Order, and Harmony, 

er || that is to be obſerved in all theſe, we cannot but 

ie {| diſcern many plain Inſtances of Deſign and Con- 

— NY erivance of Almighty Power, and overflowing Good- 

a nels. P/al. viii. and xix. 1—06. and xxxiii. 5, and 

civ. 24. and CXXXiX. "Tas 5. Acts xiv. 17. and xvii. 

25, 28. 
Queſt. 6. Hath God made any Revelation of his Will 

to Mankind ? f 
Anſw. Beſide the Lig ht of Name which he 

hath | afforded unto all „ 8 he hath, at ſundry - 

'Times, and in divers Manners, ſpoken, in Times 

paſt, unto the Fathers by the Prophets, and, in 

theſe laſt Days, he hath ſpoken unto us by his : 

Son. Rom. ii. 14. Heb. i. 1, 2. 5 
Queſt. 7. What do you underſtand. by the Light of 

Nature? 25 5 
Anſw. By the Lia ht of Nature, I underſtand | 

that ut of moral Good and Evil, which God hath 

implanted in our Minds; 3 and that Reaſon and Un- 

derſtanding he hath h given us, by which he hath-+ 


ſh 
ewed Us us what, B. good, ie Anger hath 55 


of us. 
N 8. What Need: was there of any other pra, x 
tion beſide the Light of Nature? 

Anſw. The Neceſſity of another Revelation, be- 
fide the Light of Nature, ariſes 2 this : That 
Mankind, in every Age, had great corrupted 
their Ways; they did oon ſink into e and 
groſs Ignorance concerning God and] Religion, and, 

Fa, Ws 


a 
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4 An Infiruttson in the Chriſtin Religion, 
m Proceſs of Time, had abuſed che natural. Light 
| _ that God had given them, fo far as almoſt to extiny 
| guiſh it, which render'd a divine Revelatipn” highty 
needful and expedient ; and .therefore God, ip. his 
great Compaſſion to Mankind, was gracioufly pleaſed 
do ſend them Prophets, from Time to Time, to in- 
ſtruct them in Religion, and reform their Lives ; 
and, at length, ſent his own Son into the World, 
0 publiſh, by hirafelf and his Apolfles, the laſt and 
| © moſt perfect Revelation of his Will, that might be 
|, of ſtanding and general Uſe tq all Nations, and alt 
Ages of che World, Gen, vi. 5. A#s. xvii, 22-3 1. 
| Rom. i. 21, 22. Eph. iv. 17, 18, 19. 
{ Queſt. 9. How doth it appear that the Prophets of 
| eld, and, in theſe laſt Days, Feſus Chriſt and his Apo- 
Files, were ſent, by God, to reveal bis Will io jbe 
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Anſeu. It appears that they were ſent of God by 
the Doctrines they taught, the Miracles they wrought, 
and the Spirit of Prophecy that was in them. 
Queſt. 10. What was the Nature of the Dofrines 
00 nd} dere ogg, = 
 Auſww. The Poctrines they taught, were fuch as 
were every way worthy of God, being fitted to pro- 
| mote the Cauſe of Virtue and. true Religion, and 
thereby the Happineſs of Mankind; and for this 
poco need only to appeal to the Doctrines themſelves, 
ag they are contained in the Books of the Old and 

New Teſtaments. Pſal. xix. 7—11, Luke iv. 22. 

r Bo ooo 3 
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Queſt. 11. How dot? this prove tha 

geaches juch Doctrines, is ſent of God * 

Aſs. This alone does not prove a Perſon to be 
F fent of God, but is only a peceſſary Qualification in 
ce who pretends to be ſo; and witfidut which, alt 
time Miracles iy the World are not a ſutficient Evi- 


Queſt, 


FOLIO hs 
ta Perſan, who 


cence to prove ij divine Miſſion, 


5 


har df x "SIR fines... . . 
5 * 12. You 2 thet us ancient Prophets, and "=> 1 3 
7% Cbrift with bit Apoſtles, proved that they wore eh 
of Gad by 1he Mirades they wrought, tell me, What, ah 
is you ande fand by Nad, IF; Bs, 
| Ae, By a Miracle, I underſtand an unufual and © 
1 


fire, or in his Favour, which yet exceeds all the 
d, | Art or Power of Men to do of themſelves. _ <= 
5 Queſt 1: 12. What were the Mi + ales which Moſ and ; 
ze the Prophets, Chrift and bis Holla, dd. work, : ia . 
1 prove their divine Miſſion ? — We EX 0 
I. Auſw, They performed a great Number of br. 
racles of e Kinds, ſuch as were the $1 Fs and 
fl Wonders that Moſes did in the Preſence of 85 
- aud the Egyptians ; his opening 1 Paſlage 4 5 
the Red Sea for the 1/achtes ; Toſoua dong che Te 
In the Riyer Jordan; the Walls of Jericho falling 


extraordinary Work done by a Man, or at kis. De- 3 


deen 5 


down, without any Force laid againſt them, after - 


, had been encompaſſed about ſeven with 
" fey b other Interpoſitions of divine Pro er in 
favour of that People, that are recorded in the Hi- 
| ftory of the Old Teſtament. But the Miracles that 
8 Hoe done by Jeſus. Chrift and his Apoſtles, ex- 
ceeded all that had ever been done before d them; for 
our Lord cauſed. the Blind to receive their Sight; 
the Lame to walk; the Lepers to be cleanſed ; the” | 
Deaf to hear; the Dumb to ſpeak ;- the Dead to b 


beſide Women and Children, with ſeven Loa ves and 
a few little Fiſhes, and they did all eat, and were 
filled, and they took up of the broken Meat that 
was left feven Baſkets foll; 8 
five thouſand Men, beſides Women and Children. 
with five Loaves and two Fiſhes, and they alſo did 
all eat, and were filled, and they took up of the 
Fragments that remamec twelve Baſkets full; he 


commanded the Winds and the * and they obey'd 1 
bim; 


raifed ; at one Time, he fed faur thouſand Men, $7 


at another Time, he fed 1 
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|. 6” A Inſtruction in the Chriſtian Religion, | 

bim; he walked upon the Water, and enabled Peter, 

3 755 of his Diſciples, to do the like; and, after he 
had been crucified by his Enemies, he roſe again 

from the Dead on the third Day, and, after forty 
Days, he aſcended up into Heaven, in a glorious 
triumphant Manner, in the Preſence of his Diſci- 
ples; and, ſoon after that, he poured forth on his 
Diſciples, according to his Promiſe, the Gift of 

l the Holy Ghoſt, ſo that they ſpake diſtinctly in all 

4 kinds of Languages, without any previous Inſtru- 

; ction, they performed all the ſame forts of Miracles 

that Chriſt had done, beſide divers other Gifts of the 

Spirit, with which they were endowed; and many 
of thoſe Miracles were wrought by the bare ſpeaking. 
of a Word, and ſome of them at a Diſtance. Exod 
paſſim. Pal. cv. 26—36. and cvi. 9, 10, 11. Joſh. 
iii. 14, 17. and vi. 20, Mall. xi. 5. and xiv. 15—21, 
and xv. 32-—38, and viii. 23-27, and xiv. 22—33, + 
and xxvii. and xxviii, Chapters, As ii. 1—12, Jobs 

; ' iv. 12. 1 Cor. xii. 4—11. 5 

0 Queſt. 14. But how do Miracles prove that the Per. 

N fon who works them is ſent of God, ſince we find that the 
Magicians of Egypt wrought Miracles, at leaſt what ap- 
peared ſuch to the Spectators, which is, in effect, the 

fame Thing ; and Simon Magus did ſuch ſurprizing 
Warks, as made the People of Samaria believe that be 
ö was the great Power of God ? Exod. vii. 11, 12. 
Alls viii. 9, 10, 11. EOS ho 
Anſtw. Miracles alone, and without any other 

__ Conſideration, are not a ſufficient Evidence of a 

qivine Miſſion, but the Nature and Tendency of the 

Doctrines which the Man that performs the Mi- 

racles teaches, muſt alſo be taken into the Ar- 

gument; and then if, upon Enquiry, it appears he 

| Teaches ſuch Doctrines as are uſeful to promote 

the Happineſs of Mankind, and worthy of a wiſe 
and good God to declare and publiſh to the World, 
3; oh | RO nt 
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les are done 


by the Aſſiſtance either of God himſelf, or fome good : 
Thing 


| Angel at his Command, which is the ſame 


Commiſſion, and ſpeaks and acts in the Name of 


God; but if his Doctrines appear to he unworthy of A 


the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God; if they be ab- 
ſurd, inconſiſlent, or trifling ; eſpecially, if they be 
of a pernicious Tendency to the Cauſe of Virtue, -we 
may conclude, that he is but a Deceiver and Impo- 


ſtor, and runs without being ſent. But if he pre- 
tends to no Divine Miſſion himſelf, nor teaches any 
Doctrines at all, but only works Miracles, in Oppo» 
ſition to thoſe who do, we are ſtill to have. Re 
[courſe to the Doctrines bag are taught by him, 
who pretends to be a Divine Meſfl if t. 
appear to be worthy of God, are a ſufficient Vindi- 


cation of his Pretenſions, notwithſtanding the Mira 
cles wrought in Oppoſition. to him; for in this Caſe 
ſuch Miracles being done to oppoſe. a wile and good 


Deſign, it is reaſonable to believe they are perform- 


eſſenget, which, if they | 


ed by. the Aſſiſtance of evil Spirits; and, that the 
other being done with deſign to advance the Happi- 


neſs of Men, and the Glory of God, are perfarmel 


by a Divine Aſſiſtance; though in ſuch Cafes; when- 


ever they happen, the Almighty God, ſuch .is his ; : | 


Goodneſs, has always taken care, that the true Pro- 


Phet ſhall be able, by the ſuperior Multitude, or 
Greatneſs of his Miracles, above thoſe of the other, 


to vindicate his Divine Miſſion, as was actually done 
in the Caſes referr*'d to in the Queſtion. . And by 
theſe Marks may we always diſtinguiſh between. the 


e/ 


Miracles of God's Meſſengers, and thoſe. that are at 2 
any Time done by falſe Prophets. Deut. xiil. 1, 2, 3 


Jobs vii. 16. and xiv, 1e. oe ror 
Quelſt. 15. You ſeem by this. Method of arguing, 10 


prove the Truth of the Prophet's Dotdrines by bis Mira- 
cles; and the Truth of bis Miracles by bis * 1 


„ 


3 e 25 to you af, this E. 


Se by his Miracles, and the Truth of his Mi- 
racles by his Doctrines; but I only confider the Ex- 


ery one muſt A 1% be 72 and en 
Exteption agen 


1 0 bet prove the Trath of a Þ of 


cellency of his Doctrines as a neceſfary. Circumſtance 
or Condition, without which all the Miracles in the 
World could not prave a Divine Miffion, and with. 
which. his Miracles ate a Proof, not roperfy of che 
Truth of his Doctrines, but r of his Divine Mif- 


ion, which being once proved, the” Truth of his Da- 


Qrines muſt follow in Courſe; © 
Quett- 15. You ſaid, That the antient Pro phets, 4 


Tis © Chrift, and bis Apoſttes, did Hikewiſe prove their 


Tiffh Non by the Spirit of Prophecy 3 N me, 

What do you de by a Spirit of Prophecy??? 
Anſev. By a Spirit of Prophecy I uni cſtand a Pow- 
er of foretelling, certainly and infallibly, fuch future 


Events as Men of themſelves cannot foreſee. 


veſt. 17. How dats a Spirit of Prophec prove 4 

B ae 9 | £ 
CO: A Spirit of Prophecy ptoves a Divine Mil- 
ſion the fame Manner as Miracles do; that is, not 
it ſelf alone, nor even if Miracles were joined with 


it, but by taking into Confideration the Hoctrines 


chat are taught by him who pretends to ſuch a Gift; 


and if it appear, that a Perſon pretending a Divine 


Miffion, teaches ſach Doctrines as are worthy of 


Cod, and foretels fuch Things as no Man could of 


himſelf forefee, and the Event anfwers the Predi- 
ction, then it is reaſonable to believe, that his pro- 
phetick Gift is from God, and conſequently that he 


is ſent by him. 
Queſt. 18. Did Moſes and the Pro Bea, 2 Ctrift 
an Bis Apoſtles, foretel ſuch future Events as Men 1 


themſelves 1 not foreſee 7 CREST es 


* N. Ot 7 f bee , 


Events of Importance to the World, and ſuch as no 
Man could have foretold without a Spirit of Prophe- 5 
cy; the 'moſt of which accordingly came to, pals,” 
and ſome are yet to be fulfilled. Rev. xix. io. 
* 19. Can you PE: Jour of thoſe Ti bings they £4 
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bree | 
f ye Moſes and the ancient Prophets forecold. 
many Things relating to the various Turns of Pro- . 
ſperity and Adverſity, the Captivities, Diſperſions, 
and Reſtorations, that the Fewi/ſh Nation ſhould 
meet with: They foretold the Coming of the Mef- 
ſiab, and all the Circumſtances of his Appearance 
in the World; they give us lively Deſcriptions of 
his Perſon and Offices, his Sufferings, and the Glo- 
ry that ſhould follow, ahd the Succeſs and Propaga- 
tion of his Goſpel. Jeſus Chriſt foretold, in like 
manner, his own Ch. ; the Manner and Circum- 


„„ LL 


— 


1 
o 


s I ſtances of it; his Reſurrection from the Dead on the 
third Day; his Aſcenſion into Heaven; the miracu- 
: lous Gifts of the Spirit beſtowed on the Apoſtles ; 


the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, with all the particular 
Circumſtances of it; the Diſperſion of the Jews 
through all Nations; the Succeſs and Propagation . 
of his Goſpel, and the Efficacy it ſhould have for 
the Converſion and Reformation of the World. The 
Apoſtles foretold, that Errors, Sects, and Schiſms, 
ſhould ariſe in the Chriſtian Church; and particular- 
ly that a Grand Apoſtacy from the Purity of the 
Chriſtian Faith, Worſhip, and Obedience, ſhould 
happen in the latter Times; that a certain ſpiri- 
tual Tyranny ſhould be erected over the Minds and 
Conſciences of Men; which ſhould prevail fora long 
Time, but, at length, be broken and deſtroyed: 
This is the principal Subject of the, Revelation of 
Jobn. They foretel the Converſion of the Jeus to 
the F Faith of b and with hart the coming in of the 
2 Fu Ineſs | 


ORE AE ꝛ ,] 


. way 55 Queſtion and 45 | ES _ 
| nk Tes, they foretold a great many. farnge 9 


10 An Inſtruction inthe Chriſtian Religion, 


Fulneſs of the Gentiles 3 when the whole World ſhall 
be enlightened with the Knowledge of the true God, 
and of his Son Jeſus Chrift, Now all theſe are 
Things of a very contingent Nature, and ſuch as no 
' Man could certainly  foretet of himſelf ; all of them 
that relate to the Times already paſt, - have been 
exactly fulfilled, as appears both from the Sacred 
and Civil Hiftory, and thoſe that are yet to be 
accompliſhed, as we' have Reaſon to believe they 
ſhall be fulfilled in their Seafon ; ſo, when they are, 
they will be a farther Confirmation of the Truth of 
the Goſpel. Gen. xlix. 10. Deut. xviii. 15-19. and 
xxviii. throughout. P/al. ii. xvi. xxii. Ixxxix. Cx. 
Tſai. vii. 14. and ix. 6, 7. and xi. and il. entire. 
and xl. 3. and xlii. 1—4. xliv. xxviii. and xv. 
paſſim, and lii, liii, liv, Chapters, and I. and Ixi. 
T, 2, 3. Ferem. paſſim, Daniel, and the Goſpels, Acts, 
Heils, Revelation, . 491 

Queſt. 20. What is the Sum of what bas been ſaid 
concerning the Proofs of divine Revelation ? —9o + 
Anſtwo. The Sum of what has been ſaid is this: 
Moſes and the Prophets appeared in the World as 
the Meſſengers of God, to the Jets of old, to re- 
veal his Will to them, and inſtru them in the 
Knowledge of the true God and his Laws; Jeſus 
Chriſt came into the World as the Son of God, to 
publiſh the laſt and moſt perfect Diſpenſation of 
Religion that God intended -to make ; and the Apo- 
ſtles were ſent by him to be his Witneſſes to the 
Ends of the Earth, and to preach Repentance for 
the Remiſſion of Sins in his Name, among all Na- 
tions, and teaching them to obſerve all Things that 
he had commanded ; all theſe did teach moſt excel - 
lent Doctrines, ſuch as were worthy of God, and 
uſeful to promote the Happineſs of Mankind; and to 
confirm their divine Miſſion according to their ſe- 
veral Characters, they did ſueh Works as alt. 
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ani all human Art and Power, and . many 


future Events, which none could foreſee but God, 2 


and which accordingly came to paſs, and therefore 
there is all the Reaſon in the World to. receive them 
as true Prophets, and. their Doris as divine Re- 
velations. Rare 
veſt; 21. But how does it appear Jo us that the ancient 

Prog ets, and Jeſus C briſt 225. Apaſtles, did really 
teach 2 as pi aſcribed to them, and perform 
the miraculous Works, and foretel the future Events that 
are reported of them? _ 

Auſio. Theſe Things are all recorded in Writing 
in the Books of the O oi and New Teſtament. _ 

Queſt. 22. But bow does it appear to us that theſe 
Books contain a true and authentick Hiſtory ? | 

Anſw. Becauſe they were written by Men who 
had all the Qualifications of true and credible Hi- 
ſtorians in the moſt eminent Degree. 

Queſt. 23. What are thoſe Qualifications that render 
an Hiſtorian worthy of Credit 

Anſw, The principal Qualifications of a true Hi- 
ſtorian are Ability to know and judge of the Truth 
of what he reports, and Integrity to write nothing 


as true, but what he ſincerely believes to be ſoz | 


whereever thoſe Qualifications are found, they ren | 
der an Hiſtorian highly worthy of Credit. 


Queſt. 24. How does it appear that the ſacred Hiſto- = 


rians had ſufficient Ability to know and judge of the 
Truth of what they bave eee 
Anſw. Becaule they teſtify what they themſelves 


were Eye and Ear-witneſſes of; what their Eyes . 


ſaw, their Ears heard, and their Hands handled ; 
what required no great Penetration to judge of, 
and therefore they were in no Danger of being de- 
ceived, or impoſed on themſelves, Jobn xx. 1 John 
i. 2. 2 Pet. i. 16. 


veſt, 25. How does their Int 5 a ear? : 
Q 5. we ue y 2 1 
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Anſcw. Their Integrity and Faithfulneſs, in rela- 

ting nothing but what they ſincerely believed to be 


8 q 
n 
. 


true, appears, from hence, that there was no Ap- 


pearancę of a falſe and deceitful Diſpoſition in them, 


nothing like Fraud or Deſign to impoſe upon the 
World is to be ſeen in their Hiſtory; nor could 
they have propoſed any Advantage to themſelves by 
giving a falſe Teſtimony ; they ſuffered many grie- 
yous Hardſhips, and expoſed themſelves to many 
ies in publiſhing their Teſtimony to the World; 
and they were ready to lay down their Lives in Con- 
firmation of it ; and many of them were actually put 
to Death on that ſcore, and ſuffered with invincible 
Courage and Reſolutian, and with the greateſt Meek- 
eſs, Patience, and Forgiveneſs; and they knew 
band that they were to meet with this kind of 


Treatment fr om the World, for declaring their Te- 
ſtimony, and publiſhipg the Will of God, yet en- 
| 26 — in it, a plain Evidence that they did not fol- 


low cunningly deviſed Fables; that they were no 
Cheats and Impoſtors, but the true Prophets, and 
Servants, and Apoſtles of the living God, who de- 


clared unto Men the Way of Salvation. 


Queſt, 26 Can you produce any further Evidence of 


the Truth of the Fafts recorded in the ſacred Hiſtory ? 


Anſco. There is this farther tobe ſaid of the Truth 
of the Facts, that there is nothing incredible in 


them; nothing but what is very probable, and like- 


ly wough to be true; and the Circumſtances of them 
are ſych, as makes it morally impoſſible that they 
could have been impoſed on the World as real Facts, 


; x 


if they had not; indeed, been ſo. — 


Queſt. 27. What are thoſe Cireumſtances ? 


Anſw. The Miracles, and other Facts related in 
this Hiſtory, are reported to have been To many, 
and various, done in ſuch a publick Manner, before 
{o many Spectators, and upon fo many different 
n : : 355 p A . 4% ; 3 5 Occa- 
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we 
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ſupporting them by daily Miracles, if theſe Things 


* way of Queſtion ond. ainfids: 


G that if they had not really 3 Jos * "2 a 
the Hiſtory of them could never have been N = FM 


in the World. Deut. vii. 18, 19. e xi. 2 7 
Afts i it. 22. and xxvi. 26. = 
Queſt. 28. Can you explain wha you ſay by an l. 5 


Py, he FR 4 
- Auſw. Moſes (for Inſtance) could never have made . 
the Children of Iſuel believe that he led them 


through the Red Sea, as on dry Land; that God 
ſpake to them from Mount Sinai, and gave thema 
Law in a moſt aſtoniſbing Manner; and that he led 
them in the Wilderneſs for the Space of forty Years, 


had not been really done; nor could Jaſbua have 


made them believe that they were brought rank. _ 
S 


the River Fordan, as on dry Land; and that 1 
Walls of Jericho fell down, without any Force laid 


againſt them, after they had been encompaſſed about 


ſeven Days, if no ſuch Things had been done; for it 


is impoſſible to make Men believe that they ſee, or 
hear, what they know very well they neither fee 


nor hear, and what, in reality, was never either 
ſpoken or done. Poſh. xxiv. 1—13. : 
| Queſt. 29. How do you apply this Way of Reaſoning 
to Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles? | 
Anſcw. This Way of Reaſoning may be applied to 


Cbriſt and his Apoſtles thus: It is impoſſible that 


Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles could have made Men 


believe that they cured them of their ſeveral Di- 
ſtempers, and bodily Infirmities, by the ſpeaking f 


a Word, and ſometimes, at a Diſtance, if no ſuch 
Things had really been done, but they had ſtill 
been under the Power of their Diſtempers; it is im- 
poſſible that they could have perſwaded others that 


they were raiſed from the Dead, and actually re- 
ſtored to Life, if yet they ſtill had. been in their 
Graves ; nor was it polite: to have Pn the 


_ | 


14 "ie Infrattes i in the Clrifien Ragin, 


| Multitudes, who were Spectators of all theſe Thi 

that they ſaw them, and many other - wonderiul 
Works 3 by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, if yet na 
ſuch T hings had been done at all z for Mankind was 
never, in any Age, fo. fooliſhly credulous, as to 
believe ſuch | 0-4 and ſurprizing Things without 
the leaſt Foundation. Matt. i. 4, f. 2 Cor. xii. 12. 
Queſt. 30. What you baus ſaid proves tbe Truth of 
the Facts recorded in the Scripture-Hiftery, ſo far as re- 
lates. to Miracles; but Jeſus Chriſt, the Author. of the 
Cbriſtian Religion, and the great Suhjeft of the Neu Te- 
Bament-Hijtary, delivered ſeveral lag Diſcourſes and Pa- 
rables in the bearing of his Berl. which they likewiſe 


relate in this Hiſtory, and in theſe Diſcourſes and Para- 


bles there are ſeveral Things, which, they themſelves con- 
feſs, they did not truly underſtand at the Time they beard 
them; and beſide, they were but unlearned Men, and 
were . ſometimes charged, by Chriſt himſelf, with being 
dull, and flow of Underſtanding: and they have alſo worit- 
ten ſeveral Epiſtles, in which they attempt io explain, - 
confirm, and vindicatethe Chriſtian Doctrines: Now how 
do we know, and what Reaſon have we to believe, ibat 
thoſe Men have given us a. true and faithful Narrative 
of theſe Diſcourſes and Parables, and a juſt Account of the 
Chifias Doctrines and Laws in their Hi ftories and 
Epiſtles ® 

Anſw.. Jeſus Chriſt promiſed them, before he left 
them, that, after his Aſcenſion, the Holy Ghoſt, 
the Spirit of God ſhould deſcend upon them, to lead 
them into all Truth, to bring all Things to their 
Remembrance that they had heard from him, and 
to furniſh them with all other Gifts, neceſſary to 
qualify. them to be his Witneſſes to the Ends of the 
Earth, and the Publiſhers of his Religion to the 
World. Now this accordingly came to paſs, at the 
Feaſt of Pentecoſt, that firſt happened after his Re- 


ſurrection, when they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt, 


5 _ of Nellen and After. 
| thay — been acquainted with before, as the Spirit 

gave them Uttetance, and had alſo many other ex- 
traordinary and miraculous Gifts — on them 
with a Power of communicating ſome of theſe Gifts 
to other Members of the Churches, on whom they 
ſhould lay their Hands for that End, which they at- 


with other Tabgues; 5 * 8 5 


is did, whereſoever they planted a Church. 


Now, by theſe extraordinary: and miraculous Gifts 

of the Spirit, were they fitted truly and faithfully to 
report what they had heard, nc Jane focus Chile 
and to give the World, both-in their Preaching and 
Writing, a juſt and full Account of the Chriſtian 
Religion. John. xiv. 12, 25, 26. and xv. 26, 45. 
and xvi. 7—13. A ü. 1—12. and V. Land "—_ 


xii. 411. | 
31. What: you have hitherto ſaid prev 2 4 
dantly hat the Hiſtory of thoſe Facts conld not £ hw been 
And at the Time they are ſaid to bave been done in: 
But how do we know but all theſe Things might have ben 
invented by cunning and deſigning Men, and put togs- 
ther into an Hiſtory, ſuch as we now have it, ' ſome Di- 
Ame? of Time och the Falls oF Oye to bave been | 

e? 

Anſw, This could not have been Sh * 
the Circumſtances of Time and Place are ſet domn 
in the Hiſtory, and the Succeſs with which the 
Goſpel was attended, immediately after its general 
Publication, whereby it is manifeſt that the princi- 
pal Facts, recorded in this Hiſtory, muſt have hap- 
pened in the Land of Fudea, the City of Feruſalem, 
at the Feaſts of the Paſſover and Pentecoſt, when T- 
berius Ceſar was Emperor of Rome, and when Pontius 
Pilate was Governor of Judea; before which Time, 
there were no Chriſtians in the World; but have 
been ever ſince; which Things are alſo atteſted 
by the concurrent Teſtimony of other nan 


LOI — 
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Who write of theſe Times, particularly Suctonius ®, 


Tacitus +, and Joſephus l. 


This is farthet confirmed from this Conſidera- 
tion, that the Books wherein this Hiſtory is contain- 
ed, were written, moſt of them, by ſome of the 
Apoſtles themſelves, and the reſt by Men who were 


. 


their conſtant Companions and Fellow Labourers, 
and who alſo were endowed with the extraordinary 
Gifts of the Spirit; they were ſeveral of them pre- 


ſerved, for a conſiderable Time, in the very firſt 
Draught of them, as they had been compiled by the 


Authors themſelves, and were appealed to as ex- 
tant, by Tertullian, who flouriſhed in the latter End 


of the Second Century; they were early tranſlated into 


various Languages, and Copies of them, both in 


their original Language and Tranſlations, were dif- 


perſed every where, throughout all the Churches; 


and even the Enemies of Chriſtianity had them in 


their Hands: They were quoted in Sermons and 


other Writings, particularly in the Apologies that 
Chriſtians made for the Truth of the Goſpel, and 


even in the Books that were written againſt it by its 
Enemies: All theſe Things make it abundantly ma- 


nifeſt that theſe Books were extant, and publickly 


known very ſoon after ſome of the Facts, recorded 
in them, had been done, and while they were ſtill 


freſh in the Memories of Men, and in the very Time 


when others of them were a doing, and therefore 
could not be a Forgery ſome Diſtance of Time after 
the Facts are ſuppoſed to have been done. 

To which may be added, that ſuch a Forgery 
could not, in this Caſe, have been impoſed on the 
World, becauſe publick Monuments were ſet up, 


In his Life of Claudius, Chap. 25. + Book XV. as 
quoted by Grotiss, I Antiquities, Book XVIII. as quoted 


and 


by Ditton, 
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with the Deiſts. 


andoutward Actions were performed in Memory of 
ſome of the moſt remarkable of theſe Facts, which 
Monuments, Actions, and Obſervances, were inſtituted, 
and did commence from the very Time when the 
Facts are ſaid to have been done, and have been 
obſerved in the Chriſtian World ever ſince. The 
Monuments and Actions, I mean, are Baptiſm, as a 
Rite of being enter*d into the Chriſtian Church; the 
Lord's Supper in Memory of his Death; the aſſem- 
bling of Chriſtians for Publick Worſhip. on the firſt - 
Day of the Week, in Memory of his Reſurrection ; 
and the Order of Paftors and Teachers to prefide in 
the Aſſemblies. Now let us ſuppoſe, that the whole 
Hiſtory of the Goſpel had been a mere Fiction, in- 
vented ſome Time after the Facts recorded in it are 
ſaid to have been done, then ſurely, at the Time 
when it was firſt invented, there muſt have been no 
Chriſtians in the World, no ſuch Monuments as the 
Lord's Supper, and the Lord's Day, no ſuch Inſti- 
tutions as Baptiſm, and the Order of Teachers; and 
yet the Hiſtory ſuppoſes theſe to have been inſtitu- 
ted, and the Obſervance of them to have commenced. 
from the very Time when the Facts are ſaid to have 
happened, Now this muſt diſcover the Fraud, and 
ive the Lye to the whole Story; the Truth 
whereof is laid upon ſuch publick outward Actions 
having been obſerved from the Time in which the 
Facts are ſaid to have been done, and therefore 
muſt render it morally impoſſible that ſuch an In- 
vention ſhould have been received in the World; 
and the ſame Remark will ſerve for the Moſaical 
Diſpenſation, which had far more Obſervances of 


this Kind than the Chriſtian K 


* See this Argument more fully treated in Leſh's ſhort Method 


D Queſt. 


h en and een, 
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Queſt. 32. Por what End were all theſe Things « com- 
milled to Mrilin ; 

Anſev. Thel Things were written, that, knowing 
the Certainty of them, we might believe that 7eſi 
is the Chriſt, the Son of God, and that 3 
we might have Life through his Name. Luke i. 4. 
Job „ : 

Queſt. 23. Mhat is the Danger of rejefing or di iſbobey- 
ing the Goſpel Revelation ?2> | 

Anſw, He that believeth not on the Son of God 
ſhall not ſee Life, but the Wrath of God abideth on. 
him; for how ſhall we eſcape if we negle& ſo great 
a Talvation, which, at the firſt, began to be ſpoken 
by the Lord, and was afterwards confirmed ufitg 

the World by them that heard him? God alſo bear- 
ing them Witneſs, with Signs and Wonders, and 
divers Miracles, and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, ap- 
cording to his own Will. Joh iii. 36. Heb. ii. 

Quelt. 34. For what End were all theſe Revelations 
made to Mankind? 

Anſcv. All theſe Revelations were made to the 
World chiefly for this End, to teach Men how they 
might obtain the Favour of God, and in what Man- 
ner they ſhonld live in this World, ſo as they might 

| be uſeful and ſerviceable in it, and be qualified for 
the Enjoy ment of eternal Life and Happineſs in the 


World to come. 2 Tim. iii. 1 5, 16. 
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PART 


PAN Fils 57 
Of the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith. 


Queſt: 1. H AT ive the principal Articles. of the 

h . ²˙•- 8 
Anw. The principal Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith are briefly ſumm'd up in what is commonly 
called the Apoſtles Creed, namely, I believe in God 
the Father Almighty; Maker of Heaven and Earth : And 
in 4 Chriſt his only Son, our Lord, who was con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghoſt, born of the Virgin Mary, ſuf- 
fered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and bu- 
ried ; be deſcended into Hell; the third Day be roſe again 
from the Dead, be aſcended into Heaven, and ſittetb at 
the right Hand of God, the Father Almighty ; from thence 
he ſhall come to judge the Quick and the Dead. I believe 
in the 4 Ghoſt ; the boly Catholick Church; the Com- 


union of Saints; the Forgiveneſs of Sins; the Reſur- 
rection of the Body, and the Life everlaſting. Amen. 
* 2. Into how many Parts may this Creed be di- 
vided? 225 
Auſev. It may be divided into fix Parts, the firſt 
whereof treats concerning God, and his Works of. 
Creation and Providence. The ſecond concerning 
Jeſus Chriſt, and our Redemption by him. The 
third concerning the Holy Ghoſt. The fourth con- 
cerning the Church of Chriſt, and the Communion of 
Saints. The fifth concerning the Pardon of Sin. 
And, the fixth, concerning the Reſurrection and a 
—_ State. | T 
Queſt. 3. Jon ſay the firſt Part of this Creed treats 7 
God, and bis Works 9 Creation and . tell — 
What do the Scriptures teach concerning God? > 8 
 Anfw. The Scriptures teach us, That there is One 
enly the living and true God, who is an intelligent 


D 2 Du - 
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Being, without Body, Parts, or Paſſions; who is 
eternal, unchangeable, infinitely perfect, every 
where preſent, and knows all Things; moſt power- 
ful, wiſe, and good, moſt juſt and holy, faithful and 
merciful. Exod. xx. 3. Deut. vi. 4. Mark xii. 19. 
Jobn x. 10. 1 Cor. vin. 6. John iv. 24. Alls xvii. 29. 
1 Tim. i. 17. and vi. 16. Pſal. xc. 2. Jam. i. 17. Pſal. 
cxlvii. 5. and cxxxix. 1— 12. Fer. xxiii. 23, 24. 
1 John iii. 20. Rev. i. 8. and iv. 8. Rom. xvi. 26, 27. 
P/al. cxlv. 8, 9, 17. Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. . 
Queſt. 4. What do the Scriptures teach us concerning 
the Works of Creation and Providence ? 
Anſw. The Scriptures teach us, That God is the 
Creator, Preſerver, and Governor of all Things; 
that he made the World ; the Heavens and the Earth, 
and all Things that are in them; that he preſerves 
them all, and governs the whole Univerſe with the 
moſt perfect Wiſdom and Goodneſs. Gen. i. 1. and 
ii. 1. Neb. ix. 6. Pſalm xxxvi. 6. and civ. 24. Dan. iv. 
34, 35. Ads iv. 24. and xiv. 17. and xvil. 24, 25, 26, 
. | | 
Queſt, 5. What do the Scriptures teach concerning the 
_ Creation of Mankind ? ; - 
Ane. The Scriptures teach us, That God created 
Man in his own Image; that he created them Male 
and Female, one of each Sex ; and, That he hath 
made of that one Blood, all Nations of Men to dwell on 
all the Face of the Earth. Gen. i. 27. Acts xvii. 26. 
Queſt. 6. bat do you underſtand by the Image of God, 
in cobich Man was created © | 
Anſw. By the Image of God, in which Man was 
created, I underſtand every Thing wherein Man 
bears a Reſemblance to the Deity, particularly that 
Reaſon and Underſtanding, Wiſdom and Knowledge, 
and thoſe virtuous and good Diſpoſitions which God 
has implanted in the human Nature, together with 


that Power and Dominion over the inferior —— 
. . 
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by way of Queſtion and Anſiver. 21 
which he has communicated to Mankind. pb. iv. 24. 
Col. iii. 10. Eccleſ. vii. 29. Gen. i. 266. 

Queſt. 7. Did Mankind ſtill continue in that State f 
Innocence and Integrity in which God firſt created tbem? 

Anſw. No. Though God made Man upright, 
yet they ſought out many Inventions ; and all have 


| finned, and come ſhort of the Glory of God, Ecclefſ. 


vii. 29. Rom. iii. 24, 3 5 
Queſt. 8. You ſaid that the ſecond Part of the Creed 
treats of Feſus Chriſt, and our Redemption by bim; tell 
me, What do the Scriptures teach us concerning hing? 
Anſw. Concerning Jeſus Chriſt the Scriptures 
teach us, That he is the Son of the Living God; 
the only begotten of the Father; the Brightneſs of 
his Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon z who 
had Glory with him before the World was, and was 
in the Form of God: That he is the Word or Wiſdom 
of God, who was in the Beginning with God, and was 
God, by whom all Things were made, and without 
whom nothing was made that was made. That for 
us Men, and for our Salvation, he came down from 
Heaven, was made Fleſh, and dwelt among us, lay; 
ing aſide the Form of God, and taking upon him 
the Form of a Servant, and the Faſhion of a Man. 
That he was Immanuel, God with us, God manifeſt- 
ed in the Fleſh ; that it pleaſed the Farher, that in 
him ſhould all Fulneſs dwell, even all Fulneſs of the 


Godhead bodily; and, that he is over all, God 
bleſſed for ever, Matith. xvi. 16. John i. 18. Heb. i. 2. 


Jobn xvii. 5. Philip. ii. 6. Jobn i. 1, 2, 3. and iii. 13. 
and i. 14. Phil. ii. 7, 8. 1/a. vii. 14. Matth.1. 23. 
1 Tim. iii. 16. Col. i. 19. and ii. 9. Rom. ix. g. 


Queſt. 9. How did Feſus Chriſt bring about the Re- 


demption of Mankind ? | 
Anfw. Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, having con- 
deſcended to come into the World, in order to re- 
deem Mankind from Sin and Miſery, was icons 
LR louſly 
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louſly born of a Virgin, by the Influence of the 
Holy Ghoſt, became Man, took part of Fleſh and 
Blood, and was ſubject to all the innocent Infirmi- 
ties of the human Nature, having heen in- all Points 
tempted like as we are, yet without Sin; and did in 
our Nature become Mediator between . God and 
Man, and as ſuch undertook the threefold Office, of 
Prophet, Prieſt, and King, in the Execution of 
which he fully accompliſh'd our Redemptian, from 
Sin, and the fatal Conſequences of it. Heb. x. 5. 
Phil. ii. 6, 7. Matth. i. 18, 20, 23. Luke i. 35. Heb; 
ii. 14, 17, 18. and iv. 15. 1 Tim. ii. 5. As iii. 22. 
Heb. v. 5, 10. and vi. 20. Lake i. 32, 33. Alls v. 31. 
Matth. xxviii. 18. Jabn xviii. 36. Revel. xix. 16. 
Queſt. 10. How did Feſus Chriſt execute theſe three 
Offices, of Prophet, Prieft, and Ring? 1 
Anſfw. Jeſus Chriſt, as a Prophet, gave us a full 
and complete Revelation of the whole Will and 
Counſel of God, relating to the Redemption and 
Salvation of Mankind; and a moſt perfect Ex- 
ample of Holineſs and Virtue in his own Life ; as 4 
Prieſt, he. laid down his Life a Sacrifice for Sin, he 
became obedient to Death, even the Death of the 
Croſs. He roſe again from the Dead an the third 
Day, aſcended into the Heavens, there to preſent 
himſelf an Offering unto God of a ſweer ſmelling Sa- 
vour, and to appear in the Preſence of God for us, 
as our Advocate and Interceſſor, where he ever lives 
making Interceſſion for us. And as a King he is ex- 
alted at the right Hand of the Majeſty in the Hea- 
* vens, a Prince and a Saviour, to give Repentance 
and Remiſſion of Sins: He has all Power in Heaven 
and in Earth committed unto him, and is conſtituted 
the Head and King of the Church, and ordained of 
God to be the Judge of the Quick and the Dead. 7h 
xvii. 6, 8, 14, 26. and xv. 15. and xiii. 15, Matth. |: 
xxvi. 28, Epb. v. 2. Phil. ii. 8, 9. 1 Cor. xv. 3, 4. 
| ; By Heb. 
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Coli, 18. 1 P Hi, 1... De) 23m 
Queſt. 11. But bow are we 16 underſtand that Er- 
preſſion in the Creed, He deſcended into Hell ? 


Aw. The Hebrew and Greek Wards, which are 


commonly tranſlated Hel, are not uſed to ſignify the 


Plate of the Damned, but either the Grave, or the 
inviſible State of all N Souls, during their 


Separation from the Body: The Meaning of that 


Expreſſion in the Creed ſeems to be this; that as our 


Saviour's Body was laid in the Grave, ſo his Soul 
went into the ihviſible World, into the Place of ſe- 
parate Souls; into Paradiſe, that Place in the ſepa- 


rate State, where the Souls of the Righteous, being in 


the Hands of God, do teſt from their Labours, and 


enjoy the beginning of their Reward. 


"Queſt. 12. Whet was it that moved God to fond bis 
Son, and the Son of God ſo freely to come into the World, 


to atcompliſh our Redemption in this Manner? 


Anſw. God ſo loved the World, that he gave 


his only begotten Son, that whoſoever ſhould be- 


lieve on him, and obey his Laws, might not periſh, 
but have everlaſting Life; in this was manifeſted: - 


. by way of Wuiſtion and Anſwer. 23 . 


Heb. ix. 24. and vii. 23. Ain v. 31. and. x, 4. 


the Love of God towards us, for that Ged ſent his 


only begotten Son into the World, that we might 
live through him: Herein is Love, not that we 
loved him, but that he loved us, and ſent his Son to 


be the Propitiation for our Sins; and Chriſt loved us 


ſo as to give himſelf for us a Sacrifice and Offering 
to God, and to waſh us from our Sins in his o -W n 


Blood, and make us Kings and Prieſts to God and 
his Father. John iii. 16. 1 Jobn iv. 9, 10. Epb. v. 2. 


Rev. i. EY 6. a 
Queſt. 13. 15 not this Love of God, and of bis Son 


Jeſus Chrift, towards ns, a moſt powerful Motive io 


engage us te the Practice of Religion and Virtue & 


Anſw. 


— 


— 
— . 


24 An Inflruttion in the Chriſtian Religion, ; 


Anfw. It is, no doubt, a moſt powerful Argu- 
ment to engage us to love God, and his Son Feſus . 
Chriſt, and to walk in Love to one another, and to 


all Men, even as Chriſt hath loved us, and gven 5 
rain 


himſelf for us; this Love of Chriſt ſnould con 


us no more to live to our ſelves, but to him who died 


for us, and roſe again. Eph. ll, 5. 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. 42 


1 John iv. 11. 


Queſt. 14. Jou ſaid, that tbe third Part of the Creed / 
related to the Holy Ghoſt, tell me, What do the Scrip- 


tures teach us concerning him ? 


Anfw, Concerning the Holy Ghoſt, the Scrip- 


tures teach us that he is the Spirit of God, the Spirit 
of the Father, and of the Son, who ſearcheth all 


Things, even the deep Things of God, and knoweth 
them, even as the Spirit of Man knoweth the Things 
of a Man. Matt. iii. 16. John xv. 16, . iv. 6. 


10, 11, 12, 


Queſt. 15. What are the Offices if the Holy Spi- 


rit? 


Anſw, T he Offices of the Holy Spirit are repre- 


ſented, in Scripture, to be ſuch as theſe: That he 
inſpired the ancient Prophets, who ſpake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt; that by his miraculous 
Influence a Body was prepared for the Son in the 
Womb of the Virgin Mary; that he was the Guide 
of Chriſt during his State of Humiliation, (for he was 
| anointed with the Holy Ghoſt, and with Power, and 
God gave not the Spirit unto him by Meaſure ; ) that 


he deſcended on the Apoſtles at the Feaſt of Pente-. 


coſt, in his miraculous Gifts, by which they were 
qualified to be our Saviour's Witneſſes, to the Ends 
of the Earth, and to publiſh his Religion to the 
World, both by preaching and Writing; that he is 
che Sanctifier x all good Chriſtians, aſliſts them in 
well doing, fortifies them againſt Temptation, and 


guides them in n the Paths of Piety and Virtue ; for 
which 


Wm. as 


_D. $9. 


D 55 097 of rior ant Auer, os 
.* I which Reaſon, partly,” the Title Holy is peculiarly ß 
Bgiven, to him. 1 Pet. i. 11. 2 Pet. i. 21. Lale 
Ii. 35, Matt. iii. 16. and Kii. 28. Luke iv. 18. 4. 
x. 38. John iii. 34. Afs ii. 1, Sc. and i. 8: 1 Cor. 
Iii. throughout, and vi. 11. Joby iii. 5. Rom. viii. 14. 
| Queſt; 16. Have we any Promiſe in Scripture of - 
BE A/riftarce from the Holy Spirit for ibe Purpoſes of Repen- 
7, Biance aud new Obedience? © on 
Ai. The Aſſiſtances of the Holy Spirit, for 
Ihe Purpoſes of Faith, Repentdnce, and new Obe- 
. Edience, are promifed to us in many Places of Scrip- _ 
ture; but particularly in theſe Words of our Sa- 
| Jviour, recorded by St. Luke xi. 13. How much 
| | more ſhall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spi- 
3 Fic to them that aſk him. See to the ſame Purpoſe 
Eck. xi. 19. and xxxvi. 25—27. 1 Cor. iii. 6, 7. 
xvi. 17. and vi. 19. Gal. v. 22, 23. Epb. ii. 18, 22. 
- Yand iv. 3b. and v. 9. Pbil. ii. 12; 13. 1 Thefſ. v. 
123, 24, James i. 5, 17. „„ 
1 17. How is it that the Spirit of God ſangtiſies 
Jour Hearts, and aſſiſts us in the Praftice of Holineſs and 
ſ»ö?%•oð 2 Zo oo on 
Anſw. The. Spirit of God ſanctifies our Hearts, 

and aſſiſts us in the Practice of Holineſs and Virtue, 

by enlightening our Minds, and fixing our Atten- 

tion on the Motives of Religion, and thereby incli- 

ning us to the Love and Practice of it. But in 

what particular Manner the Spirit of God works on 
Jour Minds, we cannot tell; it is fo ſectet, and fo 

perfectly conſiſtent with our reaſonable Natures, 

that we cannot diſtinguiſh it from the natural Work- 

ings of our own Minds; inſomuch, that we ſhould ' 

not have known that we had divine Aſſiſtance in our” 

good and virtuous Actions, if we had not been in- 
formed of it in the Word of God. John iii. 8. E. 


J. 16-19. and * Col. i. 9-11. Qu 8 
E ws e Leit 
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3 4 Ar Tuftruttion i in the obriftiqu Religion, 
eft. 18. Is not this Prom of Alf auce from x 
| Fa of God, for the Purpoſes 7 100 ih and Vo 
great Motivs and Encouragement WH? : 

_ Anſw, This Promiſe of divine Aftance is a'very 
powerful Motive, and a great Encouragement to 
Virtue and Holineſs, to ſuch imperfect Creatures ag 
we are; for we are hereby aſſured, that our Endea- 
vours to ſubdue our evil Habits, and conform our 
ſelves to the Laws of the Con all 505 hei in 1 
but ſhall be crowned with Succeſs. File Cr 

- Queſt. 19. You ſaid the fourth Pa 470 / Creed 76. 

lated to the Church of. Chriſt, and the Cor ammunion of Saints, 
an es Whom do you underſtand by, the. Chirch % 10 
rife. 
Anſcu. By the Church of Chriſt, toy 69. it is vi 
ſible to Men, I underſtand the whole Bo Sg br 
ſtians, dil] perſed, over the World, profeſ ng Faith 
in Chriſt, and Obedience to his Laws, though thoſe 
only, who are fincere in this Proſeſſion and, Obe- 
dience, are real Members of. his. Church. This 1s 
what J underſtand by the. Holy Cathoſick Church. 
Matt; xxviii. 20. Luke xxiv. 47. Alls i. 8. Rom, | Iii. 
29, 30. 1 Cor. i. 2. Rom, xit. 5. 1 CM. X. 7. Eph. 
tv. 4. 1 Pet. ii. 9. : 
Queſt. 20. But what is it you ce concerning, this 
Holy Catholick Church 2? 

Anſw. I do not believe chat this Catholick Church C 
is infallible, or has any Power to add to or alter the e 
Conditions of Salvation laid down in the Goſpel 5. or 
that I am obliged to believe whatever the Church 
believes: But a, 5 I profeſs to believe the Holy Cas 
tholick Church, my Meanin 80 1 this; That I believe 
that as Chriſt has hitherto had a Church on, en al 
a Company of Men profeſſing his Religion and 
Obedience to his Laws, ſo he will always have a 
fome where or other, and that the Gates of Hell ſhalt ru 
not Ry prevail iat it. Gah i. 8. Mali. xvi. 18; 


Queſt, 


— 


5 1 10 hy of Bris and df, 


sion of Saints ?. 
ry Are. By the Coninruniod) of Saints, 1 underitand 
chat Union _ Fellow ſhip which there ought to be 


Quai What dh you anderand- by the Comme: 5 "7 


all thoſe who profeſs to be Members of the ne 


50 

A9 Da 
a · Holy Catholick Church. 
ur * 22. Mberein does thi Union and  Felowſtip 
n, conſiſt? 
Ac. It confiſts chiefly in n 
tual Forgiveneſs, and joint Worſhip, (either ſtated 
1% Yor occaſional) ſo far as it my be done with a bd | 
7 bo 1 _ Fo RF ih 5 

eſt. 2 at mean W pr eſs- 0 

82 — of porn 5 2 

Anfeo. By this Article I mean, that all who pro- 
eſs to be Members of the Body of Chriſt, ſhould love 
dne another with pure Hearts fervently ; 3 ſhould 
have Compaſſion one of another; relieve the Ne- 
ceſſity of their indigent Brethren ; ſhould be of a 
forgiving * one towards another, and ſhould be 
Feady, as far as they can with a good Conſcience, to 
Join in any Part of Chriſtian Worſhip with any of 
heir Chriſtian Brethren, as they have Opportunity, 
ven with all, in every Place, who make a credible 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and call on the Lord out 
of a pure Heart. 1 Pet. i. 22. and iii. 8. Rom. xii. 13. 
l. in. 13. Rom. x. 13. compared with Chap. xiv. 
17, 18. and xv. g, 6, 7. 2 Tim. ii, 22. (See alſo 
he 9 under Nel. 29,0 Act. ti. 42. Heb. 


» 


ated to the Pardon of Sin, tell me, What d the Scrip- 
ures teach concerning this ® 

Anſw, The Scriptures teach us, that if we confeſs 
our Sins, and heartily forſake them, and lead new | 
Lives for the future, we ſhall find Mercy; for God 


lis ahl and juſt. to forgive us our r Sins, and cleanſe 
E 2 EE us 


22 


Queſt. 24. r ſaid the fifth Part of the Creed re- 


\ 


= 


* 
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2 8 p<  Inftrui on in wry: + Clrifi 2 Religion, : 
us from all Unrighteouſneſs, and he will graciouſly 
accept of our Repentance and new Obedience, through 
Jeſus Chriſt. Prov. xxviii. 13. Jai. Iv. Fe Luke v. 305 
and xxiv. 47, 1 Tim. i. 15. 1 Jobn i. 9g. 

Queſt. 25. Js not ibis alſo a great Ercouragement and 
N otive to Repentance and new Obedience? 

Anfw, To know that God will accept of Repen- 
tance, and grant us Pardon on that Condition, is a 
very great Encouragement to a Sinner to reform his 
Life, and a moſt powerful Motive to the Practice of 
Virtue; to ſuch imperfect Creatures as we are, who 
are encompaſſed about with Infit mities, and daily liable 
to Sin, there cannot be a more encouraging Motive 

to a future Obedience, than to be aſſured that our 
Repentance will not be in vain; that our Sins, how 
reat and many ſoever they have been, ſhall not 
hinder our Acceptance with God, provided we have 
heartily forſaken them, and ſincerely endeavour ta 


amend. 
Queſt. 26. hat does the laſt Part of the Creed treat 


of © 
1 The laſt Part of the Creed treats of the 
Reſurrection of the Body, and a future State. 
Queſt. 27. Mbat are we 2" n pers: CON: 
cerming the Refurrettion of the Body? 
- Anſw. The Scriptures teach us, that there ſhall 
be a Reſurrection of the Dead, both of the Juſt and 
Uniuſt; and that we muſt all appear before the 
Judgment Seat of Chriſt, that every one may re- 
ceive the Things done in his Body, according to that 
he hath done, whether it be good or bad. Ars xxiv. 
13. 2 Cor. v. 10. 

Queſt. 28. Nhat do the Scriptures lzach us cone eig 

a future Slate ? 

Anſeb. The Scriptures teach us, chit Jeſus. Cbrif 

having aboliſhed Death, hath brought Life and Im- 


N mortality to Light by che Goſpel, and hath aſſured 
| Us, 


8 way wo 83 8 8 . ; "= : 


prevailing Temper ard Behaviour have been. here, 


og righteous,” or wicked, 2 Tim, LI o. Matr. 


XXV. 


_ 29. Wherein conſiſts the Happineſ thati is 2 2 
2. for virtuous and good Men in the future Sate? 


Anſw, The Happineſs pr RR for the Virtuous 
and Good in the future State, 


tends to the Perfection of the human Nature, and in 


the joyful Aſſurance that this bleſſed State ſhall never 


have an End. Rev, vii. 16, 17. and xiv. 13. and 


eems Chiefly to conſiſt 
in theſe Things: In being perfectly free from all 
Evil, whether natural or moral; in being perfectly 
virtuous and holy, and poſſeſſed of every T _ that 


us, that there is a State, aſter this, wherein 1 | 
ſhall either be happy or miſerable, according as their 


xxi. 4. 1 Jobn iii. 2. 1 Cor. Xili. 8—13. 2 Cor. 5b 


1 Pet. i. 4. 


Queſt. 2 Wherein confiſts the M. jery into "which 55 


the Wicked muſt paſs in the — World? 


= lf The M iſery of the Wicked, in the other 
World 5 


is deſcribed in Scripture, as a Worm that 


never dies, and a Fire that never ſhall be quenched z  - 


as a Lake that burneth with Fire and Brimſtone, 
which is the ſecond Death; as a Place of outer Dark- 


neſs, where js weeping and wailing, and gnaſhing of 


Teeth ; as a State of Indignation and Wrath, Tribu- 


ation and Anguiſh, wherein they are punithed with 


everlaſting, Deſtruction from the Preſence of the 
Lord, and the Glory of his Power. Mark i ix. 44. 


46, 48. Rev. xx. 1 and xxi, 8. Matt, xxii. = : 


Rom, ii. 8, 9. 2 Tim. i. 9. 


Queſt. 31, 1s not this certain Information G. a | future 


CG 


State of Rewards and Puniſhments another powerſst Mo. 


tive to Virtue and Obedience? 


 _ Anſw, This Doctrine is, indeed, another power- 

ful Motive to the PraQtice of Virtue, if Men would 

ſeriouſly rden to it; for we are _ aſſured that 
"= 


au 
36 * Iain ft the chr Religion, 


our Obedience to the divine Laws, ſhall not be un- 
rewarded, our Labour ſhaft not be in vain in the 
Lord]; it is, moreover, a'great Eneouragement and 
Support to good Men under Troubles and Calafnlities 
of this Life, eſpecially ſuch as they meet with on ae- 
count of Religion; and it muft needs be Matter of 
Comfort and unſpeakable J to a virtuous Mind, to 
know, that when he leaves this World, he ſhall en- 
ter into à State where Holineſs and Virttie reign in 
Perfection; and, on the other Hand, the Terrors 
of the Lord ſet before us in the Scriptures, - and 

- threatned to all wicked Men, are an awful Motive 

to reſtrain from Sin and Vice, ſuch degenerate Minds 

as are not to be wrought upon by more noble Mo- 

eives. 1 Cor. xv. 58. 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. Malf. v. 4. 

2 Cor. v. 8. Phil, i. 23. 2 Cor. v. 11. Heb. X. 21. 

and xii, 29. 

Queſt. 32. But is not the Practice of Vi zune attended 5 
with man Advantages, even in this Life ? And is not 
this Conſi Arier a Motive likewiſe to a vitluous Life ? 
Anſtv. It is very true, a virtuous and holy Life 

wants not its N even in this World: Goati. 
neſs is profitable unto all Things, havin ng 1 Promiſe of 
the Life that now is, anck of that which' is to come; 
length of Days is in her right Hand, and in her left 
Hand Riches and Honour, her Ways are Ways of + 
Pleaſantnefs, and all her Paths are Peace; fo that; 
upon all Accounts, in keeping of God's Commanid- . 
ments, there is great Reward; though ſtill it is to 
be remember'd, that the Advantages of wy, no | 
here, are but the Foretaſtes of what we are to meer 
with hereafter. 1 Tim. iv. 8. Prov. iii. 16, 17. Fal. EF 
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| Nb. 


Queſt i 
the Chriſtian, Re TE 
Ane. e moral Laws, Wach were given u 


the Jeus, being the very Lans of Reafan and Natures 
are alſo Laws of the Chriſtian Religion; and of theſe 
we have 2 Summary in Evod. xx. 1-17. Gad has 
all theſe Words, ſaying, I am the Lord thy. God, which. 
have W871 thee out of the Land of 3 ent of the 
Hos; ages Thun Halt baum no other Gods: befare 
ſhalt not 3 any graven Image, o 
an \ likeneſs F any Thing that. is in 5: dk abaue, ortbab. . 
is in the Earth Beneath, or that is in the Water * the 
Earth. Thou Hull not hure dawn. thy. ſelf to them, nav. 
ſerve them. for I the Lard: thy. God ant a jealous. Cad, 
viſiting the Iniquity of the Fathers upon the Children unto 
the third and fourth Generation of them that hate me : 
and ſhewing Mercy unto Thouſands.of them that love meg 
and keep. my. Commandments. Thou ſhalt uot take ibe 
Fo pomp: the Lord th thy Gad in uain; for the Lord will 
nat. Bold FO guiltleſs i at taketb bis Nome in vain: Ra. 
member the Sebbath: Day, to keep it boly : Six Days Galt 
thou labour, and do all thy Mort; but the ſeventh Day is 
the Sabbath of the Lord thy God; in it thou ſpalt not do 
any Work, thou, nor thy Son, nor thy Daughter, thy, 
Man Servant, nor thy Maid Focal ig nor jby Cattel, 
nor the Stranger that is 20509 thy Gates: For in fin Days 
the Lord made Heaven and Earth, the Sea, and all ha 
in them is, and reſted the Jeventh Day ; wherefore- the © 
Lord bleſſed the Sabbath Day, and hallowed. it. Honour 


iby Father and. thy Molar, that thy. Den may be 25 | 
Do 
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 Ungodlineſs, and worldly Luſts, we 


232 An Infirudtionin'the Chriftian Religion, 
upon the Land, which the Lord thy God giveth thee, © 
> Halt not kill. Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery. 
Thou ſhalt not ſteal. Thou fhalt not bear falſe ps | 

againſt thy Neighbour. Thou Halt not covet thy Neighs. 

bour*s Houſe, thou ſhalt not covet thy Neighbour*s Wife, ' 
nor bis Man Servant, nor bis Maid Servant, nor bis Ox, 
nor his Aſs, nor. any Thing that is thy Neighbour's, 
Our Lord Feſus Chrift has alſo given us a very 
ſhort and plain Abridgment of the Laws of his Re- 


ligion, in Matt. xxii. 3 —40. Thou ſhalt love the | 


Lord thy God with all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, 
and with dll thy Mind. This is the firſt and great Com- 
mandnient. And the ſecond is like unto it, Thou ſbalt love 
thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. On theſe tino Commandmentt 


bang all the Law and the Prophets. And we have ano- 


ther from the Apoſtle Paul, in his Epiſtle to Titus, 
Chap. ii. 11, 12. The Grace of God that bringeth Salva- 


tion bath appeared to all Men; * us, that denying 


righteouſly, and a god) in this preſent World. 


| Queſt. - #4 


Laws, we learn what ſhould be out Temper and 


Behaviour towards God, towards other Men, and 
towards our ſelves with Reference to our Paſſions 
and Appetites 3 which Things have commonly been 


expreſs'd by our Duty towards God, our Neigh- 
bour, and our ſelves  _ cc Or, 


Queſt. 3. What ſhould be our 7 emper ind Behaviout, 1 


or what is our Duty towards God? 


Anſw, Our Temper and Behaviour towards God 


ſhould be this: We ſhould eſteem him as the beſt 
and moſt excellent of all Beings, love him above all 
Things, and have a grateful Senſe of his Benefits; 


we ſhould reverence and fear him, and do all to his 


Honour and Glory; we ſhould put our whole Truſt 


and 


oy 
2 OL ITE 


Bould live ſoberly, 


at do we chiefly learn from theſe Aridg- 
ments of the divine Laws? 3 3 
Anftv. From theſe Abridgments of the divine 
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and Confidence in him, and reſign ur ſelves ed, 


ly to his wiſe. and good Providence in all Events: 
we ſhould adore and worſhip him, and him alone, in 
the beſt Manner we can, acknowledging and praiſing 
his Perfection, praying to him for the Supply of all 
our Wants, and expreſſing our Thankfulnelſs to him 
for all his Mercies and Kindneſſes towards us; we 
ſhould believe and obey whatſoever he makes known 
to us, as his Will; and endeaypur to imitate and re- 


Condition of our Nature will admit. Pſal. cxlv. 3, 
7, 9. Mark xii. 29, 30. P/al. ciii. 1, 2. and cxi. io. 
Heb. xii. 28. 1 Cor. x. 31. Mal. i. 6. Prov. iii. 6. 
James iv. 7. Jobn iv. 24. Matt. iv. 10. Pſal. cxlv. 
I, 2, Sc. Matt. vii. 7. Epb. v. 20. 1 Tim. v. 18. 
Jobn iii. 33. Luke viii. 15. Matt. v. 48. Epb. 
V. I, ; « 12 f EIN 208 2 55/2 bs. 1. 

Queſt. 4. M bat ſbould bs our Temper and Bebaviour 
towards other Men, or what is our Duty towards our 


Jof the human Nature, and created in the Image of 


God, as well as we, and eſteem them accordingly 3 
that we entertain an . univerſal Benevolence to Man- 
kind, and be ſincerely diſpoſed to do all Offices of 
Kindneſs and Friendſhip to any of them, and to pro- 
mote their Good and Happineſs, as far as we can; 
that we be of a publick Spirit, and truly concerned 
for the common Good; and always be ready to do 
to others, as we our ſelves ſhould think it reaſonable 
and juſt that others ſhould do unto us in the like Caſez 
and that we allow to all the free and peaceable Enjoy- 
ment of all their Rights and Properties whatſoever ; 
that we endeavour to be * and uſeful in . 
; . s | J. VB PEE —« 


34 An Iuſtruction in the Chriſtian Religion, ; 
Relation e may bear to others, and render unto all 
that Honour and Reſpect, or Kindneſs and Con- 
deſcenſion, that may be due to them, according to 
their ſeveral Stations and Relations, whether as Su- 
priory Inferiors, or Equals ; that we have a tender 
degard for the Life a Health of others; for the 
Rights of the Marriage- Bed, and the Chaſtity of any 
Perſon whatſoever ;; that we be honeſt and juſt in al 
our Dealings, and ready to make full Reſtitution, if 
Ve have wronged any; that we be grateful to our. 
Benefactors, Kind to the Poer, and compaſſionate to 
all in Diſtreſs 3 that we pity the Ignorant, and ſuch 
as are out of the Way, and endeavour, by ſeaſonable 
Inſtruction, prudent Admonition, and a good Ex- 
ample, to bring them into the Paths of Truth and 
Righteouſneſs ; that we have a tender Regard for the 
Character and Reputation of others, and abſtain from 
ſlandering and reviling, or bearing falſe Witnefs a- 
gainſt our Neighbour ; that we love and ſpeak the 
Truth, and abhor Lying and Diſſimulation; that we 
be true to any Truſt committed to. us, keep our 
Words faichfully, perform our Covenants and Bar- 
gains, and be candid and ſincere in our whole Con- 
verſation ; that we be of a peaceable Temper and 
Carriage towards all Men, and endeavour, as far as 
we can, to promote Peace and Friendſhip among. 
others; that we ſtudy to be uſeful in the World, and 
do Good, according to our Capacities and Abilities, 
and be diligent and induſtrious in that State and Con- 
dition of Life it may pleaſe God to carve out for us. 
Mal. i, 10. Job:xxx1..15. Rom. xii. 9, 10. 1 Pet. 
ii. 17. Matt. xxii. 30 nl bil. it. 4. Matt. VIL 12. 
Rom. xiil. 1—7. Cole li. 18 —41. Exod. xx. 12—10. 
Matt. v. 21, 22, 27, 28. Luke xix, 8. and vi. 32, 
3, 34: Colaſſ. iii. 15. Rom. xii. 13. Lule iii, 1 l. 
Prov; xix. 17. Matt. v. 7. and xxv. 35, 36. Prov. 
| | | | | XXxVIl. 
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| xxvii., 3, 6. 1 Tf. v. 14. Math, v. 16. 
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abe angry without a Gul or in any Degree that 


—— end hin. 
ate iii. 14. Pal. xv. a, g. Fol. iy. 28. Gal, v.22, 
Phil. iv. 8. Rom. xi. 18. Matt. V. 9. 1 fi. N. 
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of every Man, with Reference te bis Appetites and FA. 


1 74 or What. is the Duty of every Man towards. bim- 

Anſw, The Duty of everyone of us towards gun 
ſelves, is this; That we ſhould conſider. our eve 8 
made in the Image of God, having reaſonab e and 
immortal Souls, but lodged in frail and mortal Bo. 
dies, and that therefore we ſhould endeavour, by all 
lawful and proper Means, to preſerve our Lives, 
and ta enjoy ſound Minds in . ſoynd Bodies; but we 
ſhould efpecially take Care to provide for the Hap» 

inefs of our immortal Souls in the future State; that 
for theſe Ends we ſhould ſtudy to have our Minds 
furniſhed with uſeful Knowledge, eſpecially the 
Knowledge of the true Religion, and to cheriſh and 
improve all thoſe good A ﬀections, and virtuous DiC- 
poſitions, which our wiſe and bountiful Creator has 
implanted in our Nature; that we ſhould endeavour 


foto govern our bodily Appetites and Paſſions, that 
we may be always ready to perform any othef Part 
of our Duty ; that we ſhould not, at any Time, be 


over- charged with Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs, but 
be temperate and ſober in all Things ; that, we . 
ſhould not be guilty of any Kinds or Acts of Unclean- 
nefs, but be pure and chaſte, both in our Diſpoſition 
and Behaviour; that we ſhould not be wiſe in our 


own Conceit, nor think of our ſelves, in any reſpect, 


or. on any account, more highly than we ought to 
think, but ſhould be cloathed with Humility, and 


lowly in Mind; that we ſhould not allow our ſelves 
pus 


\} 


36 An Inſtruction in the Chriſtian Religion, 
puts us beſide the uſe of our Reaſon, or upon doing 
any Thing that is contrary to it, but ſhould be meek, 
gentle, and e eee that we ſhould not ſuffer 
the Sun to go down upon our Wrath, or Anger to 
reſt in our Boſom, or Revenge to boil within us, but 
ſhould be always ready to forgive and be recon- 
ciled; that we ſhould have our Converſation without 
Covetouſneſs, and an anxious Care for the World, 
being content with ſuch Things as we have, and pa- 
tient under any Adverſities that may befall us. Gen. 
1. 27. Eccleſ. xii. 7. Job xiv. 14. Ads xxvii. 34. 
1 Tim. v. 23. Matt. xvi. 26. Luke x. 42. John vi. 27. 
2 Pei. i. 5. Hoſ. iv. 6. Phil. iv. 8. Gal. v. 24. Col. 
iii. 5. Luke xxi. 34. Eph. v. 18. Matt. v. 8. Rom. 
xii. 3. 16. 1 Pet. v. 5. Matt. v. 22. Eph. iv. 26. 
Matt. v. 5. (ral. v. 22, 23. James iii. 17. Rom. ii. 
14, 17, 19, 20, 21. Col. iii. 12, 13. Matt, vi. 12, 
14, 15. Heb. xiii. 5. Phil. iv. 6. Matt. vi. 25—34. 
119. 2 Fa. i. 7 458 | | 
Queſt. 6. What is the Nature of that Obedience which 
the Goſpel requires to its Laws? „ 
Anſto. That Obedience which the Goſpel requires 
to its Laws, ſhould be ſincere, univerſal, conſtant, 
and perſevering, performed with Chearfulneſs and 
Zeal, and accompanied with Courage and Pru- 
dence. Phil. i. 10. James ii. 10. 1 Cor. xv. 58. Gal. 
v. . Tit. 11. 14. 2 Pet. i. 6. 1 Cor. xvi. 13. Matt. 
7 ny STI "= 
Queſt. 7. Haib not God denounced fearful Judg- 
_ againſt thoſe who diſobey the Laws of the Gof- 
* 1 / zer 
Anſcv. Les, he hath, in divers Places of Holy 
Scripture 3 particularly, in 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. Know 
ye not that the Unrighteous ſhall not inherit the King- 
dom of God? Be not deceived ; neither Fornicators, nor 
Idolatert, nor Adulterers, nor Effeminate, nor * 
2 ers. 
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193 "by way of Queſtion and Anſiber. Kt 37 x | 
ſers of themſelves with Mankind,” nor Thieves, . nor” 
Covetous, nor Drunkards, nor Revilers, nor Extar 
tioners, ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God. Gal. v. 19, 
20, 21. Now the Works of the Fleſh are manifeſt, 
which are theſe; Adultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, 
Laſciviouſneſs, Idolatry, Witchcraft, Hatred, 'Variance, 
Emulations, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, Hereſies, Euvy- 
ings, Murders, Drunkenneſs » Revellings, and-ſuch-like'; 
of the which J tell you before, as 1 bave alſo told 


you in Time paſt, that they' which ds - ſuch © Things, 


ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God. Rev. xxi. 8. 
But the Fearful and Unbelieving, and the Abominable, 
and Murderers, and Whore-mongers, and Sorcerers, 
and Idolaters, and all Liars, ſhall have their Pari 
in the Lake which burneth with Fire and Brimſtone 
which is the ſecond Death, See alſo Eph. v. 3-6. Col. 
iii. 5, 077 5 4.0 wen en 

Queſt. 8. How may thoſe who have been guilty of any 
of theſe Sins eſcape the Fudgment of God, and be reſtored 
to the divine Favours? . A HO 1 

 Anſw, All thoſe who have tranſgreſs'd any of the 
divine Laws, muſt, in order to eſcape the Judg- - 


ments of God, and obtain his Favour, heartily and 20 


fincerely repent them of their Sins, earneſtly implore 
the Mercy of God, through Jeſus Chriſt, and endea- 
vour, for the future, to walk in Newneſs of Life: 
Matt. ix. 13. Alis iii. 19. 1 Cor. vi. 11. 1 John i. . 
and ii. 1, 2. i ĩᷣ . 
Queſt. 9. WYherein does true Repentance conſiſt? 
Anfw. True Repentance conſiſts in forſaking our 
Sins, and returning to the Obedience of God's Laws 
with our whole Hearts, daily reforming whatever 
we find amiſs, either in our Temper or Converſation, 
and conſtantly endeavouring to overcome our Infir- 
mities, and to grow in Goodneſs and Virtue. Lai. 


1, 16, 17. and lv. 7. Prov, xxviii. 13. Matt. iii. 8. 


2 Cor. 
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38 An Inflruttion in the Chriſtian Religion, 
2 Cor. Ihe i 8 Pet. iii. 8. 1 Theſ. iv. 1. 2 Pet. * 
„ 
” Quett. 10. But are there not ſane Duties required of 
18 towards Jeſus Chriſt, as our Mediator? 
Anſw. Yes, there are, and they are chiefly theſe 2 


That we believe in him, and receive him as our Pro- 


E. Prieſt, and King, aſſenting to all the Doctrines 
e hath taught us, endeavouring to imitate his Ex- 
ample, looking for the Pardon of Sin, and Accep- 
tance with God, only through the Efficacy of his 
Sacrifice and Interceſſion, honouring and adoring 
him as our Lord and King, and being obedient: to 
the Laws of his Kingdom, that we love him.fincere+ 
ly, and have a chef Senſe of his Kindneſ and 
Benefits to us; that we acknowledge him before 
Men, and wake publick Profeſſion of his Religion; 
that we be ready, if called to it, to deny our ſelves, 
to take up our Croſs and follow him; and that, ex- 
pecting him to be our final Judge, we rejoice in him, 
in hope of that eternal Reward he will beſtow on us 
in that * y. John i. 12. and xii. 15. 1 John il. 6. 
£Epb. i. 6, 7. John v. 22, 23. Mail. xi. 28, 29, 30. 
1 Pet. i. 8. n viii. 345 38, Kev. 1. 6. and v. 9. 
10, 12, 13. 
| Queſt. 11. Aud are there not ſome Dai incumbent 
on us, with relation to the Holy Spirit? 
Anſw., Our Duty, with relation to the Holy Spi 
Tit, is to receive, with Faith, Love, and Reve- 


5 rence, thoſe Holy Oracles chat were given by his 


Inſpiration; to pray for his Aſſiſtance to fubdue 
our Corruptions, and to attain to an Habit of Holi- 
neſs and Virtue; not to reſiſt, quench, or grieve 
the Spirit, or, by any deliberate Sins, to provoke 
him to depart from us, but to give up our ſelves to 
his Guidance, and keep our Souls and Bodies a8 


meet Temples and Habitations for him to dwell "oh 
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Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy Will be done in Earth 
an 15 in Heaven. Give us this Day our daily Bread, 
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and to abound in his Fruits. 2 Tm, ili. 15, 16, 17. 
Luke xi. 13. Alls vii. 31. Eph. iv. 30. 1 
v. 19. 1 Cor. vi. 19. Eph. il. 22, and v. 9, 18. 


Gal v. 24, 23. 


- + 


Queſt. 12. What Inftrufions has our Lord given us 
concerning the Dut $5357 


£114 | Prayer? „„ HO E 
Auſto. He hath taught us to pray after this Man- 
ner: Our Father which art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy 


Aud forgive us our Debts, as we forgive our Debtors. 
And lead us not into Temptation, but deliver #s from 
Evil: For thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and 
the ne for ever. Amen. Malt. vi. 9— 13. 
— 12. bat do we chiefly deſire of God in ibis 
Dyrayer! ß SL 
Aue In this Prayer we chiefly aſu of God, our 
heavenly Father, who is the Giver of all Good, that 


he would grant unto us, and to all Men, that 


we may worſhip and obey him, as we ought to do; 
that to this End he would ſend his Goſpel through 
the World, that all the Inhabitants of the - Earth 
may come to the Knowledge of the Truth; that he 
would be pleafed to grant us thoſe Things that are 
needfut for the Support of our Lives; that he would 
be merciful to us in the Pardon of our Sins, and give 
us Grace to obey for the Time ts come; that he 
would keep us. from the Power of Temptation, de- 
liver us from every evil Way and Work, and pre · 


ſerve us to his heavenly Kingdom. 2 Tim. iii. 1. As 


xiv. 17. Heb, 4. 16. Matt. xxvi. 41. 2 Tim. iv. 18. 
Queſt. 14. hat farther Directions bath he given us 
woncerning the Performance er Worſhip ® 
Anſw. He hath dir us to perform divine 
Worſhip, and offer up all our Prayers, Praifes, and 


Thankigivings uata God, our heavenly Father, 2 | 
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the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, our bleſſed Mediator, . 
by the Aſſiſtance of the Foly Spirit. John vi. 
23, 24. Col, iii. 17. Epb. ii. 18. 


Queſt. 15. Are wwe not required, in 1 to his q 
publick Aſſemblies for the Worſhip of God, and our In- : 


ſtruction in Religion? | 
Anſw. It appears, from ſeveral Paſſages of Hoiy 


Scripture, that it is our Duty to aſſemb 


1 


e our ſelves f 
together in united Societies, for publick Worſhip and 


Inſtruction; and that the firſt Day of the Week, 


commonly called the Lord's Day, has been, in all 
Ages of the Church, ſer apart for that End. As 


ix. 31. and xiii. 1. and xiv. 23, 27. and xv. 35, 41. 


and vi. 5. and xx. 17, 28. 1 Cor. xi. 16, 17, 18, 20, 


22, 33, 34. and xiv. 5, 19, 23, 8 and xvi. 


19 79. Gai. i. 222. 1 Tim. i. 1. Heb. x. 19— 26. 5 


James i. 21. and 11. 2, 3 . John vi. 9. Kev. i. 4, 


20. 3 
Queſt. 16. Do not the Scriptures make mention of an 


Order of Men to preſide in Chriſtian Aſembiies, and in- 


Aruct them in Religion? 


Anſwo. The Scriptures ſpeak frequently of an Or- 


der of Men, whoſe Buſineſs it is to inſtruct the Peo- 


ple committed to their Care in the Doctrines of 


the Chriſtian Religion, and perſwade them to the 
Practice of Holineſs and Virtue; to preſide in the 
ſeveral Parts of publick Worſhip ; and to exerciſe 


Diſcipline, according- to the Laws of Chriſt ; and 
they are commonly called by. the Names of Pa- 


ſtors and Teachers, and Miniſters of the Goſpel. 


Aels xiii. 1. and xiv. 23. and xx. 17, 28. Eph. iv. 


11, 12. Phil. i. 1. 1 Tim. v. 12, 13. 1 A v. 


12, 13. 1 Tim. iii. 1—7. 2 Tim. ii. 2. Titus i. 
5— 9. Heb. xiii. 7, 17, 24. James v. 14. 1 8 
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an. .  Hath Chriſt ae my Kit r 7 


18 " be hath 


ther, the Son, and the. Holy Ghoſt, in Token 


Church, 7 ob 2 to obey! his n Mall. 
XXVili. 18, 19, 20. ; 1 14%. 


Queſt. 18. Halb Chriſt ap ppointed any Memorial 7 3 


his own Sufferings and Death ? 
Anfw, He hath commanded us to take Bread and 
Wine, and, having given Thanks, to eat of the 
Bread, and drink of the Wine, with Reverence and 
Devotion, in thankful Remembrance that he died 


for us, and in Token of our Fellow ſhip with him as | | 


our Head and King, and with all our Chriſtian Bre- 
thren, as Members of the ſame Body, and Subjects 
of the fame Kingdom. Matt. xxvi. 26, 275 28. 
1 Cor. xi. 23— 29. and x. 16, 17. 8 

Queſt. 19. What i ts required of thoſe who come to. the 


Lord's Supper ? 


Anfw. It is required of thoſe who would come to o the 5 
Lord's Supper, or perform any other Part of divine 


Worſhip in an acceptable Mariner, to examine them- 


ſelves, whether they repent them truly of their for- 
mer Sins, ſteadfaſtly purpoſing,” and ſincerely en- 
deavouring, to lead a new Life; whether they | 
have a thankful Remembrance of the Death of Chriſt, © 
and a juſt Senſe of the Advantages we enjoy by the 

Goſpel ; and whether they haye a ſincere Love to 

their Chriſtian Brethren, and t to all Men. 1 Cor. v. 
7» 8. and xi. 28. 


Queſt. 20. What is the chief Def of the Gpe In bb 


ſtitutions? 


Anfo, The chief Deſign of the Inſtitutions of the 


Goſpel is, to preſerve ONES in the 4 of Io "0 
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